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SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,154  Acres. 

Population  1901 — 2,366.  Present  Estimation — 

4,503  for  Birth  Rate, 
Population  1911 — 4,076.  4,323  for  Death  Rate. 

Height  above  Sea-level  ...  120-300  feet. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

j  ________________________ 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ....  27*31  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  1202  „  „ 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  *69  „  „ 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  128  per  1,000  Births. 


Scavenging  ...  By  Council’s  own  Workmen. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  876. 


THURNSCOE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

1919. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Thurnscoe 

Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your!  District 
for  the  year  1919.  ,  :  >'’  i 

'  r  '  t  ■  •  .. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES.— The  Township  .of  Thurnscoe 
extends  for  about  a  mile  East  and  West  and  perhaps  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  North  and  South.  It  consists  of  two  portions  East 
and  West  divided  by  the  railway  lines.  Very  little  is  left  of 
the  original  Township  which  was  mainly  situated  in  the 
Western  portion.  Thurnscoe  West  lies  in  a  shallow  basin  of 
land — some  120  feet  above  sea  level— running  East  and  West 
between  higher  lands  on  the  North  and  South.  The  Eastern 
portion  is  rather  higher.  In  both  a  clay  subsoil  predominates. 

.  *v  '  ,i  j  •  ,  V...:  .*  .  ;  1  J 

The  Township  as  it  exists  at  present  is  comparatively 
modern.  The  houses  are  built  of  brick,  of  two  storeys,  the 
majority  containing  a  living  room,  kitchen  and  two  bedrooms. 
The  more  modern  ones,  however,  are  a  great  improvement  on 
.  the  earlier,  ones  built  a  matter  of  twenty  five  years  ago.  In 
i  the  earlier  type  the  houses  were  built  in  long  rows  whereas 
the  later  types  are  in  blocks  of  four  and  eight.  The  later  type 
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have  three  bedrooms,  gardens  back  and  front,  water-closets, 
and  many  have  baths.  The  earliest  type  have  privy  middens 
and  open  yards,  with,  in  some  cases,  only  a  minimum  of  paving. 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  past  regarding  these  privy 
middens  and  it  is  your  intention,  I  know,  to  press  for  the 
conversion  of  these  into  the  more  sanitary  water-closet.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  this  necessary  work 
being  put  in  hand.  Great  reforms  cannot  come  all  at  once, 
but  one  sincerely  hopes  that  this  necessary  work  will  be  pushed 
ahead  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  There  is  no  reason  to 
my  mind  why  all  our  houses,  new  and  old,  should  not  have 
the  same  standard  of  fitness. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE 
YE  AR. — Taking  a  broad  survey  of  the  whole  year  my  opinion  is 
that  the  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  exceptionally 
good. 

The  Influenza  Epidemic  of  the  latter  end  of  1918  with¬ 
out  a  doubt  left  its  bad  effects.  Many  people  did  not  get  over 
these  bad  effects  till  well  on  in  the  year.  The  sudden 
relaxtion  of  nerve  tension  that  most  experienced  Muring  the 
War  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
Measles  with  its  accompanying  complication — Pneumonia. 
Fortunately,  this  did  not  spread  to  any  great  extent.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  fact  of  having  Measles  a  notifiable  disease  was 
of  great  service  in  impressing  on  parents  the  seriousness  of 
this  complaint.  The  handbills  which  I  had  distributed  has 
also  helped  to  educate  the  people  regarding  this  malady. 
Children  are  now  better  isolated  and  better  nursed,  consequently, 
serious  ^complications  were  not  so  frequently  met  with. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — This  continues  to  have  its  ex¬ 
cellence  in  quality,  and  so  far  it  is  sufficient  in  quantity. 
The  average  daily  consumption  works  out  at  about  10  gallons 
per  head.  ... 
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WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR.— The  most  out¬ 
standing  work  done  during  the  year  has  been  the  erection  of 
additional  Sprinklers  at  the  Sewerage  Works.  This  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  great  work,  the  value  of  which  will  be  evident  in 
the  near  future.  Other  work  has  been  somewhat  crippled  by 
the  scarcity  of  labour  and  material. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. — In  calculating  the  statistics  for 
the  year  I  have  made  use  of  the  returns  sent  by  the  Registrar 
General.  For  the  purpose  calculating  the  birth  rate  he  gives  a 
population  of  4,508,  and  for  the  death  rate  4,328. 

BIRTHS.— During  the  year  125  births  were  registered — 
68  males  and  57  females.  This  includes  5  illegitimate  children 
— 2  males  and  3  females.  On  a  population  of  1,503  this  gives 
a  birth  rate  of  27,31  per  1,000  per  annum. 

DEATHS. — 52  deaths  were  recorded — 31  males  and  21 
females.  On  a  population  of  4,323  this  gives  a  death  rate  of 
12  02  per  1,000  per  annum.  Both  birth  rate  and  death  rate 
compare  very  favourably  with  the  recorded  rates  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales,  which  were  18*5  and  13-8  respectively. 

Analysing  the  causes  of  death  wo  get  Measles  responsible 
for  1  death,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3.  Malignant  Disease  1, 
Organic  Heart  Disease  1,  Bronchitis  12,  Pneumonia  8,  other 
Respiratory  Diseases  2,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  5,  Cirrhosis 
of  the  Liver  1,  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  2,  Parturition  1, 
General  Debility  5,  Violence  (accidents)  3,  Other  Definable 
Diseases  7. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. - 16  children  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year.  This  gives  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  128  per  1.000  births.  This  is  much  too  high  for  this 
District.  Of  these  16  deaths  5  did  not  live  a  complete  24  hours  : 
5  did  not  live  one  month.  These  might  be  classed  as  non- 
preventible  deaths  as  the  children  were  born  prematurely  or  in 
so  feeble  a  condition  that  they  had  a  slender  chance  of  living. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Maternity  and  Infant  -Welfare  Centre  will 
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do  much  to  reduce  this  wastage.  Of  the  others  1  died  of 
Measles  with  Acute  Bronchitis  as  a  complication,  2  died  of 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  and  3  of  Diarrhoea. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.— 

1  i..V  v  ...  ....  V. 

Early  in  November  this  important  branch  of  public  health  was 
opened. 

*  »■  *  ’  .1.  T 

,  i 

The  Centre  is  open  every  Monday  at  3  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  in  the  Sunday  School.  Here  advice  is  freely  given 

.  j  .  j  .  j 

to  Mothers  regarding  their  own  health  and  the  health  of  their 
babies.  The  babies  are  weighed  every  week  and  their  condition 
-  recorded.  A  short  lecture  is  given  on  Infant  Welfare.  So  far 
the  attendance  is  most  encouraging  and  I  am  hopeful  that  as 
r.  its  value  becomes  known  many  more  will  attend.  What  I 
should  like  to  see  is  a  greater  number  of  the  young  newly 
married  girls  who  are  about  to  become  mothers.  The  newness 
,  of  their  condition  is  embarrassing  to  them,  and  they  are  bound 
to  need  advice  on  many  little  troubles  that  occur  at  such  a 

try*'  r-'\?  it  ‘  '  r  ’  1  .  '  •  r  '  .  c  .  _ _ 

time.  The  Centre  is  there  to  help  them  in  every  way  possible, 
and  I  am  sure  if  they  will  only  bring  their  troubles  there  we 

v  • 

we  shall  be  able  to  help  them.  Much  can  be  done  during  the 
pre-natal  stage  to  ensure  healthy  babies  being  born.  During 
,  the  War  the  cry  of  “Save  the  Babies”  was  heard  throughout 
the  land.  It  is.  still  an  urgent  cry  in  Peace.  This  great  work 
e  can  be  developed  by.  establishing  Paternal  Centres.  Why  should 
,  the  onus  of  bearing  and  rearing  children  be  thrown  on  the 
.  Mothers  ?  :  Are  not  the  Fathers  responsible  for  the  upbringing 
of  their  children  ?  Why  should  they  shirk  their  responsibilities  ? 
I  should  gladly  set  apart  a  special  day  to  have  a  serious  talk 
to  the  fathers,  and  especially  the  young  prospective  fathers. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the 
.  early  part  of  the  year  we  had  a  small  outbreak  of  Measles.  It 
did  not  reach  epidemic  form  and  only  1  death  resulted  from 
.  it.  2  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — mo  deaths.  2  cases  of  Diphtheria 

— no  deaths.  2  cases  of  Erysipelas — no  deaths.  1  case  of 
Puerperal  Fever — no  death.  11  cases  of  Pneumonia — 8  deaths. 
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TUBERCULOSIS— 18  cases  came  under  observation. 
Four  of  these  affected  the  lungs  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  and 
the  remaining  nine  cases  were  general,  affecting  the  glands  of 
the  neck  chiefly. 

This  disease  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  on  the  increase  in 
this  District.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  scarcity  of  fatty 
foods  is,  in  great  measure,  responsible  for  the  lowered  resisting 
power  which  preceeds  the  onset  of  the  disease.  Three  deaths 
resulted  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — a  rate  of  *69  per  1,000. 

SCHOOLS. — I  have  visited  the  schools  on  several 
occasions,  and  on  the  whole  have  found  them  well  kept.  The 
School  Managers  have  been  very  unfortunate  in  their  caretakers, 
none  of  them  staying  long  enough  to  do  very  much  good. 

I  had  occasion  to  report  on  the  unsatisfactory  heating 
of  the  class  rooms  in  November.  I  had  the  temperature  of 
each  room  taken  on  three  occasions  each  day  for  a  week  and 
found  that  the  heating  was  most  unsatisfactory.  Since  then 
things  have  improved  somewhat,  but  still  there  is  room  for 
improvement. 

I  would  again  draw  attention  to  the  small  class  room 
in  the  Infant  Department.  The  ventilation  I  think  could  be 
greatly  improved  by  opening  into  the  cloak  room. 

HOUSING. — Five  years  inactivity  in  housing  matters 
has  become  very  apparent.  General  repairs  are  urgently 
required  to  a  great  number  of  houses.  I  do  not  think  that 
owners  are  to  blame  for  the  condition  that  some  of  the  houses 
are  in.  However  willing,  and  I  have  always  found  them  so, 
owners  have  been  helpless  owing  to  scarcity  of  labour  and 
material,  to  keep  their  property  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  I 
am  confident  that  as  soon  as  conditions  settle  down  we  shall 
have  the  willing  co-operation  of  property  owners.  Urgent 
defects  have  in  all  cases  been  promptly  attended  to  and 
remedied  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit. 
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Overcrowding  is  present  but  not  to  any  great  extent, 
and  this  evil  will  remedy  itself  as  soon  as  the  new  houses  are 
ready  for  occupation. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  desire  to  thank  the  Members 
of  the  Council  and  the  Clerk  for  their  valuable  assistance 
during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBERT  MALCOLM. 
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